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Allie Miller. It is to him that all credit is due for the development of a

splendidly organized and efficient team, a team of which Villanova and all

her sons are proud and the members of which, we of 1922, do heartily con-

gratulate. We can pay them no higher compliment than our recognition of

them as men and true sons of Villanova, worthy of the best their Alma

Mater can give. '

The task which confronted Allie Miller at the beginning of the sea-

son was a difficult one. He had a large number of candidates, of varying

degrees of ability so that the outlook from this angle was promising. Im-

mediately he plunged into the work of separating the more capable from the

less and in this phase of the work he showed that his judgment seldom erred.

When the season was about a week old, three separate and distinct squads

were being drilled in such things as they were found wanting. It was not

very long before the squads began to show the results of efficient coaching;

they had begun to take on form and their daily practices seemed to have

become impregnated with "Pep." In this manner the training progressed

until, on October the first, the first actual tryout was staged at Collegeville

against the Ursinus eleven.

Whatever defects were possessed by the team became apparent in this

contest; the good and bad points v^ewise came to the surface. The follow-

ing men were in this first line-up:—McCarthy, center; Pickett, left guard;

Greely, left tackle; Krieg, right tackle; Hertzler, right end; Lynch, left

end; Cronin, quarterback; Finn, right half-back; Blanchfield, left half-

back ; McGrady, full-back. Two field goals by Finn accounted for the only

score of the game.! McGrady consistently gained through the opposing line

until forced to ret^e on account of injury. McDonald filled his place well.

The thing that stood out boldly in this game was the solidity of the line,

two first downs constituting the results of the efforts of Ursinus.

This actual tryout of the team had demonstrated its weak points, lind

a noticeable improvement was evidenced the following Saturday at Chester,

when the Varsity crushed the Pennsylvania Military College eleven, in a

contest which proved the superiority of the well-coached Varsity. The work

of the "pony backfield" stood out in this, their second game. McGrady,

Blanchfield, Finn, Cronin, consistently gained ground through line plung-

ing and off-tackle plays. -'[''
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The following week was spent in preparing intensively for the Ford-

ham match. It was an eager, expectant and slightly nervous squad, which

journeyed to New York on the fifteenth of October. And in passing we


